
TE 407 — Teacher Identity (Video) Project 

40 points (20% of semester grade)
Studies show that unless we take time to remember how we were taught and process that we tend to 
mimic our former teachers even if we didn’t like them. The purpose of this assignment is to help your 
formulate and articulate beliefs about the purposes of education and teaching and to present them in a 
digital format that can be posted online. Think of this assignment as an opportunity to begin to develop 
your emerging teacher identity, talking about what you believe and know about your teaching journey 
up to this point. Defining these beliefs will you develop your teaching philosophy, write cover letters, 
and interview. Further, the project is designed to have you explore your own experience as a 
secondary social studies student. 

Due Date: 11:59pm on 10/30/16, posted to your site/emailed to your instructors.

Format: A video project w music, text, pictures, and voice over that is between 7-10 minutes long, 
using iMovie or another format (click here for examples). You can use youtube, vimeo, or any other 
site to post your video. Learning/using technology is considered part of this assignment.

12pts. 2-3 Belief Statements: Use these statements as guiding themes to keep you on topic. The 
questions below are intended as examples of helpful prompts basic statements of belief about teaching 
social studies, curriculum, pedagogy, and the social context of schools:

• What overarching pedagogical approaches should we choose? Which specific 
approaches are consistent with your beliefs/commitments? 

• Why do I want to be a teacher? What teaching methodologies will define your practice? 
• What skills and values will your students learn in your social studies course? 
• How will handle controversy, disrespect, and overbearing parents? 
• How does your rationale promote a vision of a society & the role students?  What will 

your classroom look, sound, & feel like? 

10pts. A Well Told Story About A Formative Memory: A formative story from 6-12 schooling 
(inside or outside the classroom; a sporting event, a big test, a lost love, a fight about doing homework, 
or etc.) that has impacted your trajectory.

• A profound interaction with a teacher that influenced, inspired, or even offended you. 
• A story from a social studies class – a project, a debate, something a social studies 

teacher did repeatedly that was either good or bad. 

10pts. Inclusion of 2-3 Social Studies Curricular Resources: You will highlight resources and 
analyze the potential learning that can happen with them (podcasts, textbook, alternative textbook, 
primary written document, website, or various technology)

• Consider this a practical opportunity to build a tool kit & share it with colleagues!
• What ‘go-to’ resources have I discovered - how can a teacher utilize them?
• What will my peers learn, be inspired to do/be (and be cautious to avoid) as a result of 

my presentation?

8 pts. Quality Digital Presentation: Not only will you talk about what you believe and know 
about your teaching journey thus far, but you will also gain valuable experience producing an excellent 
artifact that demonstrates technological savvy and professionalism.

• Is this done well or hastily? Are there images, text, voice-over, & music?
• How does my language and terminology demonstrate learning? 
• Is this project thought-provoking, or boring and easily forgotten?
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https://www.iskysoft.com/article/imovie-alternative.html

