
TE 409: Crafting Teaching Practices in the Secondary Social Studies 
Minor: History, Economics, Geography, & Civics (Sect. 730)

Online Course, Spring 2017

Instructors:
Justin Detmers, Instructor & PhD Candidate
- detmersj@msu.edu — (517) 489-0864

Peter Nelson, Instructor & PhD Candidate
- nelso700@msu.edu — (773) 484-9003

Location: Online

Office Hours: by appointment in-person, via skype/
phone

Class website: Critical Social Educator - Minor Lab or
https://criticalsocialeducator.wordpress.com/409-minor-lab/

Course Context

This is a one credit online course that aims to give you practice and experience in your 
teaching minor of History, Economics, Geography, or Civics. Obviously, students should only 
focus on the subject area in which you are receiving your endorsement. The course’s will 
provide an opportunity to develop knowledge to construct a vibrant and interesting course for 
your future students.

This course assumes that you have learned much about powerful teaching from the TE 407 
and TE 408 sequence in your teaching major. It aims to be efficient by recognizing how much 
you have already learned about curriculum, instruction and assessment. It aims to be helpful 
by giving you access to curriculum materials that you can use in your future teaching. It aims 
to be practical by asking you to practice teaching. It values depth over breadth by asking you 
to do just three assignments very well.

Your instructors will be available to you based on your own needs and interests, holding 
several open discussion sessions during which time we will be available for conversation, 
questions, and advising (see above). We will also provide you with generous, helpful, and 
timely feedback on your assignments. We are also available to meet individually if you would 
like to request a meeting via email. Expanding your learning horizon is exciting in its own 
right and for its implications on your future career. Our goal is to support you as you continue 
your journey. Don’t hesitate to reach out!

NOTE: Please note that TE 409 is a pre-internship professional education course required for 
certification and, as a result, you are required to pass TE 409 with a 2.0 or above in order to 
progress to the internship year.
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Optional Meeting Dates 
(Erickson Hall location TBD):

Friday, January 27, 1:00-2:00pm

Friday, February 24, 1:00-2:00pm

Friday, April 14, 1:00-2:00pm

mailto:detmersj@msu.edu
mailto:nelso700@msu.edu
https://criticalsocialeducator.wordpress.com


Course Goals

• Learn about the curriculum in your subject area. Collect resources for teaching a 
particular topic in your subject area.

• Practice planning for instruction in your subject area. Enact a lesson in your 
subject area.

Course Schedule & Assignments

Assignment 1: Social Studies Web Page with a Scope & Sequence Map

Due Date: Sunday, February 12 at 11:59pm
Email Justin (detmersj@msu.edu) AND Peter (nelso700@msu.edu) your web address.

Points: 30
Most of you have already built a website to share your professional work with MSU course 
instructors and future employers. If you have already built a site, I ask that you organize a 
page within your site for this course. If you do not have such a site, you must develop one 
(blog, wiki or some other tool) for this course. Your first assignment comes in two parts.

First, develop an introductory page to this website. This page should first of all introduce you, 
as a professional educator (who you are as a teacher) and as a person (what other activities 
and interests help you sustain your passion). 

Secondly, the page should provide a scope and sequence map for your subject area. A scope 
and sequence map is a structure that supports teachers and students by listing learning 
material in a logical order; these maps help give us a sense of what areas a course will cover. 
Therefore, your task is to develop a scope and sequence map for a one semester high school 
course in your subject area. Your map should list all the major units that you course will 
cover. For each unit, you should provide:

• An essential question that will guide the instruction during the unit.

• A list of the key concepts that will be explored during the unit.

• A cross listing of relevant national standards that are met by each unit.

Social Studies Standards:

Michigan Social Studies Content Expectations

National Standards for Social Studies Teachers (note the various Thematic Standards)
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4.0 92 - 100 2.0 64 - 70

3.5 85 - 91 1.5 58 - 63

3.0 78 - 84 1.0 51-57

2.5 71 - 77 0 50 & below

mailto:nelso700@msu.edu
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%25A2.aspx
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/SS_HSCE_9-15-09_292358_7.pdf
http://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/NCSSTeacherStandardsVol1-rev2004.pdf


Resources:
For this assignment (and perhaps beyond), you’ll want examine a list of nearly 40 links on the 
class webpage. This list has been assembled to provide practical social studies resources; you’ll 
find videos, articles, best-practices, podcasts, links to help lesson plan, and so on. For 
instance, Pearson (a textbook publishing company) Online offers a helpful overview of 
content, chapter outlines, themes, vocabulary, and etc; your instructors have taken the time to 
highlight provide pages for World History, Geography, Civics, and Economics.

Here is how your work will be assessed:
__/5 Introduction: You provide a warm and inviting introduction that would interest 
potential employers, students and their families. You talk about what interests you in your 
subject and what in your life motivates and sustains you.

__/10 Choice of Units: You provide a reasonable number of appropriate units for a semester-
long course. Each unit provides a framework for intellectually rich and powerful instruction.

__/10 Essential Questions and Key Concepts: Your questions and concepts work together to 
introduce students to key themes, ideas and topics in your subject. Questions are values-based 
and open-ended. Concepts are central to the discipline and clearly relate to the essential 
question.

__/5 Standards: You cite relevant standards as they relate to your unit.

Assignment Two

Assignment 2: Getting Familiar with History/Social Studies Curricular Resources

Due Date: Sunday, April 2nd at 11:59pm. Please place this on your website (you may either 
place the work directly on your site or provide a link to a word version of your assignment). 

Points: 30

Choose one of the units of instruction you described in Assignment 1 and provide a list of 
five curricular resources that you could use in your unit. These can be actual copies of the 
document (such as copied text or picture) or links to the documents on the Internet. If a copy 
or a link is not available, then just provide a brief description of the text you are using. Here 
are the documents you will assemble:

• Document 1: A textbook selection. Please locate a high school History/Social Studies 
textbook selection that covers material relevant to your unit. 

• Document 2: A primary source. Please locate a source which would support students 
in deep analysis of a historical/social studies inquiry.

• Document 3: A map or interactive geographical tool. Please locate a resource which 
would support students in exploring the geographical aspects of some issue/inquiry.
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https://criticalsocialeducator.wordpress.com/409-minor-lab/
http://www.phschool.com/webcodes10/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.gotoWebCode&wcprefix=nak&wcsuffix=9995
http://www.phschool.com/webcodes10/index.cfm?area=view&wcprefix=mjk&wcsuffix=9999
http://www.phschool.com/webcodes10/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.gotoWebCode&wcprefix=mpk&wcsuffix=1000
http://www.phschool.com/webcodes10/index.cfm?wcprefix=mnk&wcsuffix=1000&area=view


• Document 4: A current event. Please identify a current event (and a corresponding 
resource for that event) which would help students build connections from historical/
social studies content out to the modern/global world.

• Document 5: A film selection that relates to your unit. The film can be any genre, 
including documentary. It can be available online or not. 

Organize assignment 2 according to these considerations:
• You should start by conceptualizing your unit. What are the big ideas, 

enduring understandings and essential questions that make up your 
unit? Half page.

• Then, for each of your five documents, talk about what you see in that 
document. That is, analyze it. Then talk about what you think a typical 
high school student will see in the document. Then list three to five 
questions that you think would help a typical high school student move 
toward your deeper and richer and understanding of the document (up 
to one page per document).

Here is how your work will be assessed:
__/10 Document Selection: You choose documents that suggest issues that are intellectually 
rich. You choose documents that have, on their surface, some immediate appeal to students. 
You choose documents that relate to the issues you have identified as your focus.

__/10 Document Analysis: You provide rich and insightful analysis of your thinking about 
each document. You describe what issues this document raise for you. You describe how it 
stimulates your thinking about this topic in History/Social Studies.

__/5 Student Analysis: You provide plausible suggestions for what a high school student is 
likely to see, unassisted by you and at a first glance, in the documents you have chosen. You 
also clearly identify what it is a student is not likely to see in your document that you think it 
important that they do see. You attempt to provide some reasoning for your claims about what 
students will likely see and not see in your document.

__/5 Questions: The questions you ask are likely to lead students to think about multiple 
perspectives and big ideas.

Assignment Three

Assignment 3: Designing and Implementing a Lesson

Due Date: Wednesday, May 3rd at 11:59pm. Please send us a link to a video of your 
teaching. We recommend that house your video on a protected site (e.g. Dropbox.com is a 
helpful free resource). 

Points: 40
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You will plan for and implement a roughly thirty minute lesson within your subject area 
(neither significantly more nor less than this). You have two options for teaching: 1) teach a 
lesson in a History/Social Studies classroom in your current TE 408 placement site; or 2) 
assemble a group of at least four TE colleagues to whom you can teach your lesson. Either 
option will require you to be proactive.

I would like you to focus on one of two common instructional strategies: 1) a lecture; or 2) a 
text-based Socratic discussion.

IF you choose a lecture, you should develop a bell ringer activity that introduces students to 
the lesson and the material, activates prior knowledge, and builds interest. Provide students 
with a lecture guide that helps them take notes. Periodically pause for questions and 
processing and end the lesson with an exit ticket that allows you to assess student learning.

IF you choose a Socratic discussion, choose a text that is no more than one page long and 
provide students with time to read the text and a task to complete while reading. Provide a set 
of discussion guidelines. Begin the seminar with a broad opening question and allow students 
to discuss the question and raise others, while limiting your role to probing, clarifying and 
summarizing what was said. End with an exit ticket that allows you to assess student learning.

Record your lesson with an HD camera, using your phone, or some other device. Focus the 
camera on yourself (if you can include some of your students in the frame, that is helpful as 
well). Your teaching will be assessed using the following rubric for beginning teaching as 
developed by the MSU social studies team.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8D-MA_I2_7U
http://www.authenticeducation.org/documents/WhatSeminar04.pdf
http://www.paideia.org/socratic-seminar-rules/

